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BASIC PRODUCT INFORMATION

  
Chain wrenches are used for all types of pipe fitting jobs, from water works to plumbing 
work.  Reed Chain Wrenches conform to Federal Specification GGG-W-00651e and 
Amendment 1; Chain Type III Class A.  Handles are made of durable ductile iron.  
Strong, flat link chains allow the user to turn any shape.  As of January 1995, Models 
WA18A and WA24A have a new standard ¾” pitch chain, which is not interchangeable 
with those of old WA18 and WA24 models.  

Cat Item Pipe Capacity Length Max. O. D. Chain  Weight 
No. Code Inches-

Nom 
Actual 
 Ø mm 

in mm in mm Tensile 
Strength lb 

lbs kg 

WA14 02040 1/8-2 10-60 14 362 4.6 117 6,500 3 1.3 
WA18A 02050 ¼-2 ½ 14-75 18 445 5 127 12,100 6 2.7 
WA24A 02060 ¼-3 14-90 24 610 5.8 147 12,100 9 3.6 
WA36 02070 ½-4 ½ 21-127 33 832 7.1 180 17,750 18 7.2 
WA48 02080 1-6 33-168 44 1118 8.5 216 24,500 33 13 
WA60 02090 1 ½-8 48-225 46 1175 11 279 27,000 51 23 
WA72 02092 2 ½-12 73-324 46 1175 13 330 35,000 82 38 
WA84 02094 2 ½-18 73-457 46 1175 18 457 35,000 92 42 

  

MARKET, USERS

  

Users are primarily plumbers and industrial users for the smaller sizes.  Water and gas 
companies, oil companies and oil filed contractors generally use the larger sizes.  

SELLING POINTS

  

o Reed chain wrenches can turn any shape in close quarters. 
o Dual reversible jaws permit ratchet action in either direction without removing the 

wrench from the pipe. 
o Reed’s unique in-line handle and jaw design allow the user to rest the wrench on the 

pipe while placing the chain in the chain slots:  this is much easier than holding the 
wrench up during this operation.  (See explanation on following page.) 

o Reed offers by far the most sizes, and the largest capacity chain wrenches on the 
market, with capacities up to 18” versus just 4 ½” on competitor’s chain wrenches. 

o Reed chain wrenches are longer lasting and much safer to use because they have up to 
twice as many chain slots as any competitor’s tool.  The additional chain slots more 
evenly distribute the pressure of the work on the chain, reducing the force on the 
chain at each slot.  
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COMPETITION

  
Many companies, including Ridgid®, Super Ego®, Virax®, and Rothenberger® carry 
chain wrenches.  None of these have the larger sizes that Reed has, as the largest model 
these brands offer has only 4 ½” capacity.  

The handle and jaw design on competitive wrenches is partially transverse (the jaw is at 
an angle to the handle).  While this design does make chain hook-up somewhat easier in 
some close-quarter work on very small pipe, for larger pipe it is not possible to rest the 
jaws on the pipe while you hook up the chain.  If you are using a competitive version of 
the WA36, which weighs as much as 18 lbs., you can see how holding the wrench up 
while hooking up the chain could be uncomfortable.  

Finally, although Reed has more chain slots, those on the Ridgid models are a bit deeper.  
In close quarters or areas of limited visibility, it can be somewhat easier for the operator 
to tell that the chain is in place with the deeper slots.  
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